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Week 8, Term 1, 2019

From the Principal
Jesus searches for us when we go astray
And brings us back home with joy.
May you know the greatness of God’s love and
Forgiveness on this special day.

First Reconciliation
Please keep all children making their First Reconciliation this Saturday in your prayers. Thank you to all
involved in the preparation of our children for this sacrament.
Curriculum News - Thank You Parents
Our STEM equipment has arrived!
STEM is a curriculum based on the idea of educating students in four specific disciplines:
Science
Technology
Engineering
Mathematics
This is done in an interdisciplinary and applied approach based on real world applications.
Our new STEM equipment arrived last week and the staff spent a few hours becoming familiar with the
software and equipment yesterday after school. We had a great time with the drones, blubots and edisons.
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This equipment will be housed in our new STEM classroom where students will have the space and resources
on hand to access the Digital Technologies strand of the new Science and Technology syllabus.
The purchase of this equipment was made possible because of the great fundraising efforts of our families.
We thank parents for their dedication and hardwork and look forward to inviting you into the classrooms to
see our learning in action.
What might this look like in the classroom? The following STEM projects are some examples of what the
children may be engaged in at Corpus in the future.
* Exploring Towers & Bridges
* Choosing a force to discover how things move
* Designing a container to keep a Zooper Dooper frozen
* Creating a game using magnetic, frictional and/or gravitational force
Mrs Williams and I have spent three days this week at a conference designing authentic problems or
challenges that promote inquiry so that we can engage students and teach them to be self directed
learners. We are looking forward to sharing our learnings with the staff.
Congratulations
Elleni Turkovic competed at the 2019 Australian Inter-schools mountain bike competition on
the weekend at Thredbo.
She had a large field of competitors from all over the state and her results in the three
events crowned her overall “Queen of the Mountain” for 2019 in the year 5/6 female
division. She won her flow event outright, second in the pump track and second in the cross
country events.
Limiting Interruptions to student learning
We are trying to establish uninterrupted blocks of learning for our students throughout the school day.
Could I please ask all parents and carers to be mindful of interruptions to the children’s learning. It is fully
understandable that at times there is a need to pick children up early due to a one off appointment.
However each time the phone rings into a classroom the learning often stops. If you do need to get a
message to your child we will make an announcement at 2:55pm and call children down to the office to
receive their messages. Thank you for your understanding and assistance to minimise disruptions by
adhering to the school start and finish times.
Harmony Day
This week is Harmony Week. Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all
Australians, regardless of cultural background. Tomorrow we are asking all children to wear something
orange with their normal school uniform. It might be a sock, ribbon, headband, badge, tie, hat or
beanie. Some children may be asking questions about recent events in New Zealand and this is a way for
us to demonstrate unity and inclusiveness.
Dates For Your Diaries
For a comprehensive list of dates for the year please refer to the Google Calendar on the school website
and apps.
First Reconciliation - Saturday 23rd (9:30 & 3:30)
Whole School Rock Mass - Sunday 24th March 6pm
Whole School Cross Country - Tuesday 2nd April
NAPLAN Online Practice Test - Wednesday 3rd April
Mary Poppins - Brigidine -Years 5 & 6 attending - Thursday 4th April
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RE News
Lent
Last Sunday was the second Sunday of Lent, and Week 2 of Project
Compassion, Caritas Australia’s six-week Lenten fundraising appeal.
This year we celebrate that lives change when we all give 100%.
Our Project Compassion story this week-the third week in Lent has a
familiar ring to it. Each week the children are learning about a
particular person in a community that we are hoping to help. This
week we will be focussing on Peter from the Solomon Islands where,
surround by water, it is proving increasingly difficult to obtain
portable drinking water for the local community. Groundwater
sources at Peter’s school have dried up and rainfall is unreliable.
However, this community along with Caritas partners have worked together to build a reliable water
system. Everyone gave 100%. Staff and students at the school dug trenches, carried equipment and
helped to develop a water management plan while Caritas partners provided a water tank, pump,
technical advice and staff for the project.
Pope Francis writes “Our world has a grave social debt towards the poor who lack access to drinking
water, because they are denied the right to a life consistent with their inalienable dignity. (Laudato Si
#30)” We hope that our children will do some extra jobs for you and earn some extra money to help us
support Caritas this season of Lent.
Reconciliation
Sacrament of First Reconciliation Year 3 will be celebrating this special sacrament
on Saturday at either 9:30 am or 3:30 pm.
Please keep these children in your prayers as they prepare.

Family Mass
We look forward to celebrating the Eucharist with our families at our first whole
school Sunday family Mass at 6pm this coming Sunday 24th March, followed by
a light supper (families to bring a plate). This Mass is being led by the students
in Stage 3 and Kindergarten. Stage 3 students have begun to prepare for their
liturgical movement to the Thanksgiving hymn after Communion. We hope to see
many of you there!
Blessings
Sharon Kelly
Religious Education Coordinator
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CURRICULUM NEWS
NAPLAN Assessments at Corpus Christi
NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy) time is drawing near again for Years 3
and 5 students with testing set this year for Term 2 Week 3, Tues 14th-Fri 17th May. The results of these
assessments aim to provide diagnostic information for parents and teachers about each student’s
performance in Literacy and Numeracy.
At Corpus Christi we use the NAPLAN data to help teachers identify students who require greater
challenges or additional support and to identify strengths and weaknesses in teaching programs as well as
to set goals in literacy and numeracy.
Throughout the year, our students undertake a wide range of assessments which enable us to build a
strong profile of their learning needs and strengths. NAPLAN is designed to provide one of the measures
of a child’s progress. Results are provided in late Term 3.
NAPLAN assessments will be completed throughout the Broken Bay Diocese online this year. All
assessments, except for Year 3 Writing, will be undertaken via the online format in 2019.
Students in Years 3 and 5 will undertake practice tests in Week 10 this term on Wednesday 3rd April.
Students will undertake one 45 minute assessment each, briefly covering a range of aspects of the
NAPLAN literacy and numeracy assessments. This practice test allows us to test the online platform for any
technical issues whilst providing students with an opportunity to familiarise themselves with the online
medium. No diagnostic or assessment data is collected from these tests.
In addition to the practice assessment, ACARA has set up a demonstration test site where students are able
to practise NAPLAN type questions online. Students and parents are invited to use the public
demonstration tests to familiarise themselves with the type of questions and related functionalities
available in the NAPLAN Online assessment.
Some of the key features include a range of question types, onscreen tools, timers and interactive
navigation. Students are encouraged to try all the tests for their year level to practise the complete range
of question formats available in the online assessment.
The demonstration tests cover a sample of possible questions and do not reflect the range of literacy and
numeracy content or skills NAPLAN Online will assess. While it is helpful for students to become familiar
and comfortable with the format of the online test, ACARA does not encourage students to study
separately for NAPLAN. That is why you will not find answers to the demonstration tests.
You can access the Public Demonstration Site at
http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
Further more detailed information regarding NAPLAN testing will be provided to Years 3 and 5 families
by email shortly.
Please note, all Year 3 and 5 students have already been asked to bring in their own headphones for use
with the NAPLAN online assessments. If students could bring these headphones on the practice test day in
Week 10 we will be able to test the viability of the headphones.
If you have any further questions about NAPLAN assessments please do not hesitate to contact me.
Liz Williams
Assistant Principal
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Sport News
POLDING SWIMMING
Good luck to Charlie O (Year 3) who will be competing at the Polding Swimming
Carnival at Homebush next Thursday. We hope he has a fantastic day of competition
and sets a number of PB’s. Charlie will compete in the 9 years 50m freestyle and the
junior boys backstroke.
BROKEN BAY SOCCER TRIALS
Good luck to Duke and Jamie (Year 5) who will be participating in the Broken Bay Soccer Trials on
Thursday.
CROSS COUNTRY AND WALK-ALONG
The K-6 cross country and walk-along will be held at school on Tuesday 2nd April from 8:45am. Thank
you to the parents who have volunteered to assist us, we appreciate your help.
Laura Bahri (Sport Coordinator)

Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received awards so far this term:
KS
Merit: Alessandro & Eloise
PBL: Russell & Clementina

1E
Merit: Grace & Ajay
PBL: Benji & Hannah

2L
Merit: Xavier & Isabelle
PBL: Gracie & Eloise

3GL
Merit: Carter & Maddy
PBL: Molly & Ellison

4KD
Merit: Christian J & Tom
PBL: Connor & Christian H

5DG
Merit: Connor
PBL: Alice

6WB
Merit: Ollie K
PBL: Rupert

3/6S
Merit: Zavier & Matthew
Library: Dash & Jaxson

LIBRARY
Merit: Katie (3GL)
PBL: Evan (2L)
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Library News
Library Monitors
Congratulations to Elleni in Year 6 who is also a member of the Library monitor team for 2018.
Premiers Reading Challenge 2019
Congratulations to Charlotte (3GL), Sean (5DG), and Jayden (4KD) who have completed
the challenge this week.
Kindy parents if you are having trouble logging on I have had a few passwords that were issued by the
PRC that are not working. I have asked them to reset the passwords. I will then re-issue them to you.
Thanks for your patience.
To enter the books online you can either:
Type in the following address https://products.schools.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
Once on the homepage you need to logon using the PRC username and password. For example:
Username: JASMINE SMITH12 Password: kiwifruit98
Click on student reading records (left hand side of screen) and a screen comes up with: My reading
record.
Begin adding books you have read by TITLE. It uses predictive text so you may see the title begin to
appear. If it comes up, click on the title and all the other information will appear. Then click ADD.
** If the book title starts with “the”-don’t type it, it will appear at the end.
If you are entering by author’s name it is surname followed by first name.
Please note you can only read 2 books from a series as a PRC book and up to 5 more from the same
series will be added as a choice book.
If any parent requires assistance in entering the books online please do not hesitate to see me in the
library after school or email me at penny.delmage@dbb.catholic.edu.au.
Happy reading!
Penny Delmage
Teacher/librarian

Sleek Geeks Science Eureka Prize

The University of Sydney Sleek Geeks Science Eureka Prize is offered to primary and high school
students nationally. If you have a passion for science and for communicating ideas, then enter this
competition by telling a scientific story via a short video piece.
By communicating science in an entertaining, creative and engaging way, the Sleek Geeks and the
students who enter the Sleek Geeks Science Eureka Prize painlessly increase their audience's science
knowledge. Teachers across Australia support their students to enter the prize, from workshopping film
ideas, to providing technical help and resources, to providing class time to get the creative pieces ready.
Entries close May 3rd. For all details of the competition click on the link above or
contact Mrs Delmage at penny.delmage@dbb.catholic.edu.au
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Canteen News
Please see below for Canteen opening days for the rest of this term:
Friday, 29th March - recess and lunch. Chicken Nuggets will be served.
Monday, 8th April - recess only
Hot Cross Buns are also still available. Please place your orders via Qkr! by
Tuesday, 26th March for delivery next Thursday.
Note there will be no Buns available during the week commencing 1st April but
orders will resume the following week (last week of term).

Movie Night
The P&F have organised this year’s Movie Night for Saturday 11th May with gates opening at 4pm for
games, face painting and Sausage Sizzle before the movie starts at approximately 5.30pm.
This year we will be showing ‘Small Foot’ - an animated musical about a Yeti who discovers a human.
To book your ticket and/or bean bag, please order via Qkr!
In conjunction with the night, we will also be holding a raffle. Tickets will be sent home with your eldest
child before the end of term.
Thank you to those businesses who have given their time in organising the night especially Marketing HQ,
FATS Digital and the CSO and to those families who have helped with organising the raffle prizes. A big
thank you must also be given to Northpoint Construction for again sponsoring the night.
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