Corpus Christi Newsletter
Corpus Christi Catholic Sc hool
17 Link Road, St Ives
Ph:
9988 3135
Fax:
9449 2335

www.ccsidbb.catholic.edu.au
9th August, 2017

Week 4 Term 3, 2017

From the Principal
Jesus calls to us faith; every time we face trials and hardship,
Jesus invites us to call on Him, to turn to Him to calm the troubled sea
and to help us to steer ourselves to gentler waters.
That is the gift of faith!
STEM

I attended an interesting forum on Monday organised for local school principals by the Ku-ring-gai Council.
Of note, was the address by Prof Mary O’Kane, Chief Scientist of NSW who outlined the need for a bigger
focus on the STEM areas of study in school education. STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) has been identified as one of the biggest areas of educational need for Australia’s future.
Student participation rates in Maths at the HSC level are critically low and the study of Maths is crucial as
the entry level that this subject provides for further study in not just Maths at university but also Science and
Engineering. In short, many secondary students opt out of Maths in the final years of schooling.
Professor O’Kane advocates that for young people to move into these areas of study in secondary and
tertiary educational settings they need a solid grounding in Mathematics in junior years and this requires
targeted professional development in Mathematics for teachers in the primary school setting and a significant shift away from some of the traditional methods of Mathematics teaching throughout schooling.
The work of Professor Anne Giovasoni at Monash University aligns clearly with the wisdom of Professor
O’Kane. Professor Giovasoni is the key architect of the EMU project that we have engaged in at Corpus
Christi over the past 5 years.
The EMU program at Corpus Christi has engaged teachers in new ways of learning about maths. Students
are achieving deep understanding of number and patterns and have become highly skilled at using a range
of strategies efficiently and effectively to solve mathematical problems. At Corpus Christi, our students see
themselves as Mathematicians and are developing positive mindsets about investigating in mathematicians.
Importantly the students see themselves as Maths learners and they enjoy Maths!
It was affirming to hear the Chief Scientist of NSW articulating the significant impact professional learning
programs like EMU can have on Maths teaching and learning and the broader implications for students
across Australia.
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We are planning a coffee morning for parents to come along for a teaching/learning session to discover
more about our teaching and learning in Mathematics, as well as our approaches to Literacy learning. We
also want to share with parents the work we have started on developing thinking in students. (Cultures of
Thinking). Class teachers will lead these sessions for parents and then parents are welcome to observe
Literacy and Numeracy lessons in the classrooms.
Our first daytime session will be this term in Week 9 on Wednesday 13th September, starting at 9am.
Classrooms will be open till 11am.
We will repeat this session for parents in the evening in Term 4 if you are unable to attend during the day.
The night time session will be Week 4, Wednesday 1st November at 7pm. Classrooms will be open
afterwards for parents to look through.
BUCKS FOR BEN
Some of you may have heard by now that Ben Lott, a teacher at Corpus Christi from 2010 to 2014 is
unwell and facing extensive treatment for brain cancer. Since moving to teach at Rosary Park Catholic
School in Branxton, Ben and his wife have had their second child. Though Ben would be unknown to some of
you, he is an extraordinary teacher who has been missed sorely since he relocated to the Hunter Valley.
Your fervent prayers are requested for this remarkable young man.
While Ben is undergoing some tough treatments, he is also looking further afield at other possible treatment
approaches. The school in Branxton where Ben currently teaches, have started fundraising so that Ben can
access the treatments he needs. They are calling their campaign ‘Bucks for Ben’. More information about
fundraising initiatives from Rosary Park will be available soon for those who may like to contribute.
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY
Friday 22nd September will be a pupil free day for all students. The last day for students at school for
Term 3 will be Thursday 21st September. Staff will be engaging with Religious Education, the School
Improvement Plan and aligning Cultures of Thinking with RE teaching and learning.
EARN & LEARN
The Earn & Learn box is outside the Staff Admin Entrance. If you collect stickers at Woolworths please pop
them in the box so we can claim them back in teaching resources for our school. There is also a box outside
the St Ives Woolworths too.
COME & VISIT THE CORPUS CHRISTI STALL AT ST IVES PRESCHOOL FAIR
This Sunday 13th August at 29 Garrick Rd, St Ives from 10am—2pm. Best parking is in Douglas Street.

Principal

COMING EVENTS
Soccer Gala Day
Stage 2 Sunday Parish Mass
St Ives Preschool Fair Stall
Athletics Carnival
Book Parade
Grandparents & Friends Day
Father’s Day Breakfast
School Photos
Last Day of Term 3

Thursday 10th August
Sunday 13th August
Sunday 13th August
Tuesday 15th August
Thursday 24th August
Friday 1st September
Friday 8th September
Wednesday 20th & Thursday 21st September
Thursday 21st September
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Strength & Gentleness Award

Congratulations to A Year 3 child for receiving the July Strength and Gentleness Award.

Principal for a Day
Today a student was principal for a day.
He presented awards at assembly with Mrs Yee. He
also conducted a Monday site inspection with Mrs
Yee. They also went over to Kindy to give out stickers
for good learning.
The next thing he did was have recess with the
teachers in the staffroom.
After that he sent Miss McDermott on a McDonalds
run!
Miss McDermott also took him on a field trip to the
Parish. At the end of the day he helped with the kiss
and drop with Mr Pulley and Miss McDermott.
A great effort from our principal!

Kindergar ten Excursion
Last week, Kindergarten went on an excursion to Golden Ridge Farm. To see and read about their
experience, please follow the link.
https://www.ccsidbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/110/article/202/kindy-farm-excursion
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Religious Education
18th

Sunday in Ordinary Time

Feast of St Mary of the Cross
Yesterday we celebrated the Feast of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Throughout the
day students were encouraged to reflect on the life of Australia’s first Saint, and to
consider our own discipleship response to those in need. Thanks to Mrs Delmage for
preparing the liturgy. You can click on the link for the website article.
https://www.ccsidbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/110/article/204/mary-of-the-cross-liturgy

FEAST of the ASSUMPTION – Liturgy Monday 8.45am
This Monday 14th August, we will gather to church prior to assembly to honour the
Assumption of Our Lady with Liturgy and prayer.
Grandparents and Friends Day – Friday 1st September, 9:30am.
RSVP: via the flowing link https://goo.gl/forms/OFW6frU88nAcMZvE3
We look forward to seeing Grandparents, friends and family at school on Grandparents and Friends Day.
Grandparents and Friends – PHOTOS
Email to: Katie.mcdermott@dbb.catholic.edu.au
Subject: Grandparents Photos
To honour our grandparents and special family friends in the Mass we are asking for photos of students
with their grandparents and special family friends (maximum of two per family) to be emailed to school
for our reflection.
Please ensure that you email these in jpeg format. This as a special opportunity to include all families in
the liturgy – Please note if we do not receive an updated family photo we will use ones from previous
years.
Walking the Way – Free Parent Book
Free copies available in the foyer of the front office, or email Miss
McDermott.
This book takes up Pope Francis’ theme of ‘accompaniment’ in the
parent-child relationship. It offers a rich tapestry of ideas, quotes,
images, prayer and stories - from scripture, from Pope Francis, from
the wider Christian tradition, and from the wisdom of parents
themselves. - CSO Broken Bay, 2017.

Blessings for the week ahead.
Katie McDermott
katie.mcdermott@dbb.catholic.edu.au

If you have any items for the newsletter, please send to ccsi@dbb.catholic.edu.au by Tuesday 12 noon

4

Sport News
SOCCER GALA DAY
The soccer gala day for all Stage 3 students and the boys in Year 4 will be held this Thursday 10th August
at Montview Oval, Hornsby Heights.
Please ensure your child has shin pads on the day or they will not be able to play (we do have a small
number of shin pads that can be borrowed however your child will need to wear long socks in order for
them to stay in place correctly).
RESCHEDULED ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
The rescheduled athletics carnival for all students in K-6 will be held
Tuesday 15th August. We are praying for fine weather this time!
The following is the general program for the day.
800m 8-12 years
100m 8-12 years (70m 5-7 years running concurrently)
200m 8-12 years (100m 5-7 years running concurrently)
300m K-2
500m 3-6
House Relays
Long jump and high jump for 8-12 years will run throughout the day

next

Laura Bahri (Sport Coordinator)

Peer Support
Click on the link to read about this week’s Peer Support program.
https://www.ccsidbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/110/article/190/peer-support-2017
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Library News

Book Week is 19 - 26 August
Theme: Escape to everywhere
Important Dates:
Week 6 - Thursday August 24th - children can dress up as their favourite book character to parade
around the quad at 8.50am. There will be prizes for the “the most creative character” and “the best
recycled costume”. In their Peer Support Groups the students will participate in a literacy session and
trivia related to the 2017 CBCA Short-listed books and Book Week theme. A picnic will be held at lunch
in Peer Support groups.
In library last term we read the CBCA shortlisted books. This term as well as discussing book characters,
all students will read books that relate to this year’s theme. Year 5 and 6 have been busy putting
together reviews of the books to be presented as Web 2.0 Glogs by Year 5 and book trailers by
Year 6. These will be shown during the literacy session in Book Week.
Week 8 - Wednesday September 6th- A visit from Francis Watts (Author) and David Legge Author/
Illustrator. If you wish to purchase one of their books you can have them signed on the day- see attached
information regarding book orders for their upcoming visit
Thursday 31st August after school & Friday 1st September before school and during Grandparent’s Day
there will be a Book Fair in the Library where you can donate a book to the library on behalf of your
child/ren.
K-2 “Escape to Everywhere” Colouring Competition and 3-6 “Escape to Everywhere” Signpost
competition started this week. Entries to be returned to the library by Monday Week 6.
Premiers Reading Challenge 2017…3 weeks to go!
Congratulations to the children who have completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge.
Any problems please contact Carla Austin at austinfamily111@gmail.com or myself at
penny.delmage@dbb.catholic.edu.au
**Important information regarding the Premier’s Reading Challenge**
Year 4 PRC experts are doing a great job. Any child who has not yet completed the challenge is invited
to come along to the library at lunch on Monday or Tuesday. We can enter the books online as they go.
Children need to have completed the challenge by August 25th so they are validated in time.
Penny Delmage
Teacher/Librarian
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P & F News
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Community News

At the end of week 3, students were given an
instrumental demonstration from the tutors at iRock.
If your son or daughter would like to start private
tuition on any instrument or join a rock band, we
are offering the first rock band session or private
lesson completely FREE. Students can then make a
decision if they wish to continue in the band or with
private tuition on a weekly basis.
MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH
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#FutureReady: Preparing our children for a Changing World
Dear North Shore Principals,
#Future Ready Parent Conference: 12th Catholic Schools Parent Conference
At the CSP cluster meetings last week, P&F teams /Parent Bodies were informed of the how the BBCSP
will be donating $500 to every school P&F/Parent Body to be used for ticket purchase for the conference.(flyer, registration paper and website link).
The BBCSP is asking that if the P&F/Parent Body can afford to, can they please match that amount or allocate some funding, which will give your school up to $1000 to go towards sending parents to the conference.
Ideas discussed for using the funds include:
* Giving 10 parents $100 towards the day, which means that it will then only cost $150 for the weekend as opposed to $250.
* Sending 4 parents - $250 each
* Putting $50 towards the attending parents children’s to go to the kids conference
* Purchase 10 Saturday Only tickets
* Share a ticket with another parent - i.e. Full ticket can be shared with one parent going on the Saturday and the other on the Sunday,
someone can then attend Conference Dinner
P&Fs/Parent Bodies have been asked to have a discussion with their committees/teams and Principal to
decide how to use these funds and enable parents to attend the conference.
When your school decides how they would like to use the $500 or $1000, please contact Carmel Hewitt
(carmel.hewitt@dbb.catholic.edu.au) or Cathie Renfrew (parentcouncil@dbb.org.au) so they can assist
with the registration process.
We are asking for this information by Thursday August 17th.
If your school’s P&F/Parent team decide to not use the funding we will still make $500 available to your
school to fund parent and or teacher attendance.
Please contact Carmel or Cathie if you wish to discuss this opportunity further.
Join the conversation on social media:
Twitter: @BB_CSP @FutureReadyConf
Facebook: @BrokenBayCatholicSchool Parents
#FutureReady2017 #cathparentconf17
Take care,
Cathie
On behalf of the Broken Bay Catholic School Parents
Formerly Diocesan Parent Council
Cathie Renfrew - Diocesan Coordinator (2 days/week)
www.brokenbayparentcouncil.com
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Important eSafety Message

If you have any items for the newsletter, please send to ccsi@dbb.catholic.edu.au by Tuesday 12 noon

11

If you have any items for the newsletter, please send to ccsi@dbb.catholic.edu.au by Tuesday 12 noon

12

